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there. This extension we just passed
was regretfully necessary, but it
doesn’t lessen in any way the need to
get a farm bill, a 5- or 6-year extension,
depending upon what is negotiated. We
are continuing to work along those
lines and hope to get there.
I yield the floor.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET FOR
THE UNITED STATES GOVERN-
MENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009—
Continued

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Who yields time?

The Senator from North Dakota.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I thank
the leaders for the action they have
taken for a short-term extension of the
farm bill so that we can conclude ac-
tion on it. It has been a negotiation
that has gone on well over a year. That
is not unusual for a farm bill which is
extremely contentious.

I wanted to comment briefly on the
Republican leader’s statements this
morning about our budget. As I was
driving in this morning, I heard an-
other Republican on the air saying
that we have a trillion-dollar tax in-
crease in this budget. I don’t know
what budget they are talking about be-
cause it certainly is not the budget we
have presented here. There is no tril-
lion-dollar tax increase here. There is
no tax increase assumed here. Hon-
estly, if I would go down to the Senate
dining room and come to this floor and
introduce the dining room menu as the
budget for the United States, our Re-
publican colleagues would say it was a
trillion-dollar tax increase.

This is what they said last year, and
we hear the same mantra again this
year: It is a trillion-dollar tax increase.
When they said it last year, we didn’t
have a record of a Democratic Congress
to refute their claim. Now we do. We
can look back and see precisely what
happened with Democrats in control.
How much did taxes increase after the
Republicans asserted repeatedly we
were going to increase taxes a trillion
dollars? What happened? What hap-
pened on the record, not a projection,
not a forecast, not rhetorical, what is
the fact? It is very interesting. Demo-
crats controlling the House, control-
ling the Senate, cut taxes $194 billion—
not a tax increase, a tax cut that over-
whelmingly has gone to the middle
class. That is the Democratic record.

Let me say about this budget, we
don’t have the vast spending increases
they are talking about. For this year,
if you look at total spending, we have
1 percent more than the President’s
budget. Where is that money going? We
put it into energy, to reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil. We put it into
education, and we put it into infra-
structure because we don’t want any
more bridges, like the one in Min-
nesota last year, collapsing into the
river with people driving home from
work. That is a fact.

In terms of revenue, the truth is that
over the 5 years, we have 2.6 percent
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more revenue than in the President’s
budget. We believe that can be ob-
tained not with a tax increase—don’t
need a tax increase to get it—you can
go after the tax gap, the difference be-
tween what companies and people owe
versus what they are actually paying.
You can go after these offshore tax ha-
vens which the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations has told
us are costing this country $100 billion
a year. You can go after these abusive
tax shelters where we have the spec-
tacle of companies in the United
States, banks buying foreign sewer sys-
tems and depreciating them on their
books in the United States to reduce
their tax bill here, and then they lease
the sewer systems back to the Euro-
pean cities that built them. My good-
ness. We are better than that as a na-
tion, better than letting people abuse
the vast majority of us who are honest.
That is not right. That is not fair.

I have shown on this floor many
times a picture of a five-story office
building in the Cayman Islands called
Ugland House. That 5-story building is
home to 12,800 companies. I would say
that is the most efficient building in
the world.

Mr. President, 12,800 companies claim
they are doing business out of this lit-
tle five-story building in the Cayman
Islands. They are not doing business
there. The only business they are doing
is monkey business. What they are
doing is evading their taxes.

Now we have seen, according to the
Boston Globe, another building down in
the Cayman Islands—this time a four-
or five-story building too—and we
know KBR, who is the biggest con-
tractor for security forces in Iraq and
additional workers in Iraq for the U.S.
military effort there, is running an op-
eration out of that building to evade
the Social Security taxes and the
Medicare taxes of thousands and thou-
sands of workers they have employed
for Irag—another tax scam.

It is exactly the kind of thing we on
this side think should be closed down.
Over and over, when we have tried, this
President said: No, you can’t do that.
That would be a tax increase. Really?
Is that a tax increase? I do not think
so0. Making people pay their fair share,
like the vast majority of Americans al-
ready do—I do not think that is a tax
increase. I think that is making those
folks pay like all the rest of us do.
That is fair.

Mr. President, we have Senators on
the floor ready to offer an amendment.
I want to go to that at this moment.

I ask Senator BINGAMAN, how much
time——

Mr. GREGG addressed the Chair.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I will
withhold. Senator GREGG is seeking
recognition.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from New Hampshire
is recognized.

SENATOR CONRAD’S 60TH BIRTHDAY

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise this

morning to say this is a big, big, big
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day for the chairman of the committee,
and I know he would not want this day
to go unacknowledged after having
made such an eloquent statement. But
it is the chairman’s 60th birthday
today. So I congratulate him and say,
on his 60th birthday, we appreciate all
he has done for the last 60 years, and
we hope he will be here for another 60
years.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from North Dakota
is recognized.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I thank
the ranking member for his continuing
courtesy and graciousness. This is my
60th. As I left the house this morning,
I told my wife and our son, who is there
visiting, I have to question: What have
I done wrong in my life to have my
60th birthday spent here managing the
budget? But I will get over it.

I appreciate the many courtesies of
the ranking member. This is a special
day for me, and I am looking forward
to a good debate.

With that, we want to go to the next
amendment, unless the Senator—

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that after Senator
BINGAMAN has spoken on his amend-
ment, and to the extent Senator ALEX-
ANDER wishes to speak, that we then,
after that, go to our side for the next
amendment.

Mr. CONRAD. Fair enough.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I say to
the Senator, if you can give us a heads
up at some point what your next
amendment will be, that would be help-
ful as well.

Now we will turn to Senator BINGA-
MAN and Senator ALEXANDER, who I
think have a very constructive amend-
ment. We welcome their description of
it.

I ask unanimous consent that the
time come off the resolution.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The Senator from New Mexico is rec-
ognized.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
thank the managers of the bill and all
colleagues. Let me mention, I believe
Senator KENNEDY wishes to speak in
favor of the amendment after Senator
ALEXANDER speaks. So I believe he will
be coming to the floor. I hope there is
an opportunity for him to do that be-
fore we proceed too far this morning.

AMENDMENT NO. 4173

Mr. President, I call up amendment
No. 4173 and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from New Mexico [Mr. BINGA-
MAN], for himself, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. DOMENICI, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. EN-
SIGN, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. BIDEN, and



